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psychological acumen, or even a co-operative approach from
a number of disciplines — sociology, anthropology, anatomy,
physiology, and pediatrics as well as psychology and psy-
chiatry.
Although less accurate than laboratory observation by a
skilled psychologist, lay observation is being encouraged be-
cause mothers or teachers have opportunities to -observe
children for long periods of time, under natural and varied
home conditions. For example, a mother, under the weekly
guidance of a sociologist, may be encouraged to make daily
observations on the behavior of her child. This method
makes possible a study of the influence of the family con-
tacts on the development of the child. In certain cases the
investigator has himself gone into the home and daily
observed the attitudes and behavior of parents and children
in the family situation. The anecdotal records that teachers
are making in increasing numbers represent an application
of the technic of observation to everyday classroom situations.
Finally, there is a tendency to encourage older children to
observe themselves and to record their daily activities, and
even thoughts and feelings, in the form of daily schedules
or diaries.
The observation of overt aspects of behavior has its limi-
tations as well as its advantages* It frequently suggests more
problems than it solves, thus having, at least, real value as
an exploratory technic. Incidental observation is to be dis-
couraged on the ground that it is too haphazard for scientific
investigation and may be misleading in practical child study
in so far as it directs attention to nontypical rather than to
representative behavior. A limitation of even the more
systematic type of observation is the increasing discrepancy,
as the child grows older, between the observed behavior and
its true meaning. There is need of new technics that will
make possible the securing of information on nonobservable
aspects of child behavior. Without such technics the tend-
ency to interpret the child's overt responses in terms of adult
psychology, and to make inferences regarding the thought

